Finanziato . Ministero g .
dall'Unione europea dell’Universita Italiadomani

PIANO NAZIONA

NextGenerationEU 25> e della Ricerca B RIFRESA & RESILIENZA

[Author] Critias Atheniensis (460-403 BC ca.)

[Work] Critias, fr. 3 Gent.-Pr. = fr. 5 West?

[Place of work] Athens

[Source] Plut. Alc. 33, 1: 10 p&v odv yfeiopo Tig kabddov mpdtepov ékekvpwto Kpitiov tod

KaAraioypov ypawoavtog, dg avtog &v tailg Eleyeloug memoinkey DIOUUVIIOK®V TOV
AMPiadny g xapirog v tovtolg “‘yvoun & ] — &nl toicdeot keltan’.

[Typology] Elegy
[Period] 450400 BC
[Text] yvoun 8’ §| o€ katnyay’, £y oV &v drocty

glmov Kol Ypayac Tovpyov Edpaca TOde.
oppayic & MUETEPNG YADTTNG £l TOIGOECT KETTOL.
[Metrics] Elegiac couplet
[Critical apparatus] 1 yvounv N, probb. Valckner, Ziegler et West | 8" om. N | flote Y || 2 eincyv Ziegler || 3 copnyig ci.

Bethe ap. Diels | nuetépag Cobet ap. Wilamowitz: -ng codd., probb. plurimi | yAdttng Y, probb. Diels,
Diehl et alii

[Translation]  This proposal which restored you, I among all
delivered and wrote this, and then I accomplished this deed;

the seal of my tongue is set on these things (verses or words)
[Comment]

The fragment is an excerpt (at least one pentameter is missing) of a “political’ elegy by Critias, perhaps
from a single composition dedicated to Alcibiades and datable to 408 BC (cf. fr. 2 Gent.-Pr. [= ft. 4
W.2]). It should be noted that in this fragment too the vindication of the political action promoted by
Critias in the Athenian social and civil context is expressed in terms of primacy. A technical
terminology is used, taken from Athenian legal usage, which describes the different phases for the
proposal of repatriation (public oration, writing and execution). The copayig (v. 3) placed as a seal
on Critias’ work could be both the vindication of his public oration and the production of the poetic
verses.
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