
 

[Entry] γιγγραντός, ή, όν (adj.) 

[Translation] «Of gingras», or «composed for gingras» 

[Source] Axionic. Phileuripidēs fr. 3 K.-A. (ap. Athen. 4, 175b) 

[Other occurrences] No other occurrences are recorded; cf. γιγγράϊνος, ον, «like the gingras»: Athen. 4, 
174f ≅ Eust. in Hom. Il. p. 233, 41-3 van der Valk 

[Reference editions] R. Kassel - C. Austin, Poetae Comici Graeci, II: Agathenor-Aristonymus, Berolini-
Novi Eboraci 1991; Ch. Orth, Aristophon-Dromon, Einleitung, Übersetzung, 
Kommentar, Fragmenta Comica 16.2, Göttingen 2020. 

[Brief discussion]  

The adjective designates pieces composed to be sung with the accompaniment of gingras 
(γίγγρας/γίγγρος) indicating a type of small aero-phonic instrument that emitted high-pitched, 
melancholy sounds. The instrument could be traced back to the East, in particular the Phoenician or 
Carian world. The name is said to derive from Γίγγρης, the Phoenician name of Adonis (cf. Athen. 4, 
174f, Poll. 4, 76, Eust. in Hom. Il. p. 233, 41-43 van der Valk). The word also designates a dance 
performed to the accompaniment of the gingras (cf. Tryphon fr. 113 Velsen ap. Athen. 14, 618c; Poll. 
4, 102) and a melody for this instrument (cf. Hsch. γ 559, Phot. γ 116). In Latin, the term gingrina is 
also attested (Fest. 84 L.) about a small aerophone: the name is said to be derived from the verb 
gingrio, «to cackle» (said of geese), most likely because of the shrill sounds emitted by the instrument. 
In Axionic. fr. 3 K.-A., an unidentified speaker expresses a negative remark on the practically 
obsessive enthusiasm (l. 2 νοσοῦσιν) of two characters for Euripides’ choruses, so much to despise 
the compositions of different poets, described as «gringras songs and a great evil» (l. 3).  
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